
 
 

ELECTIONS DIVISION 
1500 11TH STREET - 5TH FLOOR • SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 • (916) 657-2166 • WWW.SS.CA.GOV 

 
 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  STATE ARCHIVES, BUSINESS PROGRAMS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, GOLDEN STATE 
MUSEUM, MANAGEMENT SERVICES, SAFE AT HOME, DOMESTIC PARTNERS REGISTRY, NOTARY PUBLIC, POLITICAL REFORM 

 

SUGGESTED DEADLINES FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE TO QUALIFY FOR THE 
 MARCH 2, 2004, PRIMARY ELECTION BY FULL CHECK 
 
This document is not to be considered as a substitute for California election laws, regulations or policy.  
These suggested deadlines should be used for planning purposes only.  Other factors, such as amending the 
initiative before circulation or the time length of circulation will affect the time it takes to complete the 
process.  In addition, current law may change.  For further information, please contact the ballot pamphlet 
and initiatives coordinator in the Elections Division at (916) 657-2166. 
 
December 3, 2002 Suggested last day for proponent to submit proposed measure to the Attorney 

General and request title and summary. 
 
January 24, 2003 
(15 days) 
(25 w. days) 

Attorney General prepares and issues title and summary and proponent may 
begin circulation of petition (includes time allotted for fiscal analysis). 

 
June 24, 2003 
(150 days) 

Last day for proponent to file petition with county elections official. 

 
July 7, 2003 
(8 w. days) 

Last day for county elections official to complete raw count totals and certify 
raw numbers to the Secretary of State. 

 
July 14, 2003 
(9 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to receive raw count total from each county 
elections official, determine whether initiative petitions meet the minimum 
signature requirement, generate random sample and notify each county 
elections official of results. 

 
August 25, 2003 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to verify and certify results of the random 
sampling of signatures to the Secretary of State. 
 

September 4, 2003 
(10 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to determine whether initiative petition qualifies 
for the ballot or 100% signature verification is necessary. 

 
October 20, 2003 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to certify to the Secretary of State results 
of the 100% signature check. 

October 23, 2003 
(4 days)  

Last day for the Secretary of State to determine whether initiative qualifies for 
the ballot. (E-131) 

 
Note:  days = calendar days   w. days = working days 
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OTHER PROGRAMS:  STATE ARCHIVES, BUSINESS PROGRAMS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, GOLDEN STATE 
MUSEUM, MANAGEMENT SERVICES, SAFE AT HOME, DOMESTIC PARTNERS REGISTRY, NOTARY PUBLIC, POLITICAL REFORM 

 

SUGGESTED DEADLINES FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE TO QUALIFY FOR THE 
MARCH 2, 2004, PRIMARY ELECTION BY RANDOM SAMPLE 

 
This document is not to be considered as a substitute for California election laws, regulations or policy.  
These suggested deadlines should be used for planning purposes only.  Other factors, such as amending the 
initiative before circulation or the time length of circulation will affect the time it takes to complete the 
process.  In addition, current law may change.  For further information, please contact the ballot pamphlet 
and initiatives coordinator in the Elections Division at (916) 657-2166. 
 
 
January 22, 2003 
 

Suggested last day for proponent to submit proposed measure to the Attorney 
General and request title and summary.  

  
  
March 17, 2003 
(15 days) 
(25 w. days) 

Attorney General prepares and issues title and summary and proponent may 
begin circulation of petition (includes time allotted for fiscal analysis). 

 
August 14, 2003 
(150 days) 

Last day for proponent to file petition with county elections official. 

 
August 26, 2003 
(8 w. days) 

Last day for county elections official to complete raw count totals and certify 
raw numbers to the Secretary of State. 

 
September 4, 2003 
(9 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to receive raw count total from each county 
elections official, determine whether initiative petitions meet the minimum 
signature requirement, generate random sample and notify each county 
elections official of results. 

 
October 20, 2003 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to verify and certify results of the random 
sampling of signatures to the Secretary of State. 

October 23, 2003 
(4 days) 
 

Last day for Secretary of State to determine whether initiative qualifies for the 
ballot or 100% signature verification is necessary. (E-131) 

 
Note:  days = calendar days   w. days = working days 
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MUSEUM, MANAGEMENT SERVICES, SAFE AT HOME, DOMESTIC PARTNERS REGISTRY, NOTARY PUBLIC, POLITICAL REFORM 

 

SUGGESTED DEADLINES FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE TO QUALIFY FOR THE 
 NOVEMBER 2, 2004, GENERAL ELECTION BY FULL CHECK 
 
This document is not to be considered as a substitute for California election laws, regulations or policy.  
These suggested deadlines should be used for planning purposes only.  Other factors, such as amending the 
initiative before circulation or the time length of circulation will affect the time it takes to complete the 
process.  In addition, current law may change.  For further information, please contact the ballot pamphlet 
and initiatives coordinator in the Elections Division at (916) 657-2166. 
 
August 5, 2003 Suggested last day for proponent to submit proposed measure to the Attorney 

General and request title and summary. 
 
September 26, 2003 
(15 days) 
(25 w. days) 

Attorney General prepares and issues title and summary and proponent may 
begin circulation of petition (includes time allotted for fiscal analysis). 

 
February 25, 2004 
(150 days) 

Last day for proponent to file petition with county elections official. 

 
March 8, 2004 
(8 w. days) 

Last day for county elections official to complete raw count totals and certify 
raw numbers to the Secretary of State. 

 
March 15, 2004 
(9 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to receive raw count total from each county 
elections official, determine whether initiative petitions meet the minimum 
signature requirement, generate random sample and notify each county 
elections official of results. 

 
April 27, 2004 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to verify and certify results of the random 
sampling of signatures to the Secretary of State. 
 

May 7, 2004 
(10 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to determine whether initiative petition qualifies 
for the ballot or 100% signature verification is necessary. 

 
June 21, 2004 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to certify to the Secretary of State results 
of the 100% signature check. 

June 24, 2004 
(4 days)  

Last day for the Secretary of State to determine whether initiative qualifies for 
the ballot. (E-131) 

 
Note:  days = calendar days   w. days = working days 
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OTHER PROGRAMS:  STATE ARCHIVES, BUSINESS PROGRAMS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, GOLDEN STATE 
MUSEUM, MANAGEMENT SERVICES, SAFE AT HOME, DOMESTIC PARTNERS REGISTRY, NOTARY PUBLIC, POLITICAL REFORM 

 

SUGGESTED DEADLINES FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE TO QUALIFY FOR THE 
NOVEMBER 2, 2004, GENERAL ELECTION BY RANDOM SAMPLE 

 
This document is not to be considered as a substitute for California election laws, regulations or policy.  
These suggested deadlines should be used for planning purposes only.  Other factors, such as amending the 
initiative before circulation or the time length of circulation will affect the time it takes to complete the 
process.  In addition, current law may change.  For further information, please contact the ballot pamphlet 
and initiatives coordinator in the Elections Division at (916) 657-2166. 
 
 
September 25, 2003 
 

Suggested last day for proponent to submit proposed measure to the Attorney 
General and request title and summary.  

  
  
November 18, 2003 
(15 days) 
(25 w. days) 

Attorney General prepares and issues title and summary and proponent may 
begin circulation of petition (includes time allotted for fiscal analysis). 

 
April 16, 2004 
(150 days) 

Last day for proponent to file petition with county elections official. 

 
April 28, 2004 
(8 w. days) 

Last day for county elections official to complete raw count totals and certify 
raw numbers to the Secretary of State. 

 
May 7, 2004 
(9 days) 

Last day for Secretary of State to receive raw count total from each county 
elections official, determine whether initiative petitions meet the minimum 
signature requirement, generate random sample and notify each county 
elections official of results. 

 
June 21, 2004 
(30 w. days) 
  

Last day for county elections official to verify and certify results of the random 
sampling of signatures to the Secretary of State. 

June 24, 2004 
(4 days) 
 

Last day for Secretary of State to determine whether initiative qualifies for the 
ballot or 100% signature verification is necessary. (E-131) 

 
Note:  days = calendar days   w. days = working days 


